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Active Document Help File

“Communicating your Reporter information to others”

This is the help file for viewing Active Documents created by the Test for I-deas: Reporter program in Microsoft Word format. Active Documents can be sent to other machines for viewing, but to see the active content you must install the Test for I-deas: Reporter Viewers. Currently, Microsoft Office 97, Office 2000, and Office XP products have been tested for compatibility.

Installation

To view an active document, you must install Reporter or the free Viewers. The Viewers are necessary if you wish to send documents to other machines that do not have Reporter installed.

We have provided the free software viewers on the Test for I-deas: Reporter installation CD. Installing from the Reporter CD requires selecting the Install Viewers installation option from the Software Install screen. Installing from the ReporterViewers.exe file requires double-clicking the file.

Note: The Reporter Viewers are a plug-in that enables viewing active documents in Microsoft Word. No applications or Start menu options are installed on your system.

Operation - 2D Active Object

To use the Reporter Viewers, it is necessary to have a document with active data already present. The Active_View.doc file (this document) provided with the Reporter CD contains active content; you can save the file to a local disk and open it with Microsoft Word.

  Note: When you open the document, you may get the following message.
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To enable viewing Active content, click Enable Macros and the Word document opens. Depending on what is displayed when the document opens, you may have to switch out of design mode to enable the active content.

Important note: The figures below are NOT active display objects. To test the active displays, please go to the section entitled “Example 2D and Animation Displays” at end of this document.

What a 2D Active Object looks like is shown in the following figure. With the Reporter Viewers installed, you can position your mouse over the display and right-click to view the shortcut menus. 
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After right-clicking on the display, you should see the following menus.
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If your image looks like the following figure, you need to exit the design mode before getting the Active content to display properly.
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If you see the previous image, it looks different because the active document has the editing control points on it. You must exit the design mode by clicking the icon on the Control Toolbox (see following figure). 
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If the Control Toolbox is not visible, you can turn it on by clicking Toolbars on the View menu and then selecting Control Toolbox, as in the following figure.
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After turning design mode off, you can position your cursor over the image and right-click. For example, you can see the menu for cursors in the following example. You can also create a cursor and use all the features of the 2D display that are in the Reporter program. This functionality allows you to report the data, not the image. If someone viewing the active data requires values other than those you previously selected, you can easily create a cursor and pick the peak.
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Operation - Animation Active Object
The next Active object in the document is an Animation object. If you scroll down you should see the truck object (see following figure). 
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Reminder: If you see the control edit points on this object, you need to exit the design mode as discussed earlier. After exiting control mode, you can position the mouse over the image and right-click to display the Toolbox menu (see following figure).

[image: image9.jpg]



The Toolbox menu (see following figure) provides the same options as in the
Reporter program, including: starting the animation, stopping, single step, and shading. You can also rotate the mouse to rotate the animation image. 
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The following image was taken after shading and rotating the truck animation image.
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In summary, an Active Document enhances the Engineer’s ability to communicate with the entire organization and its customers. By providing data and the ability to view and manipulate it in Microsoft Office Products, your ideas are communicated better and faster than ever before.

With the Reporter Viewers, anyone from management to your customer can view your active data without having to purchase any additional software.

Example 2D and Animation Displays

The following examples are Reporter displays represented as Active Objects in Microsoft Word. Use your mouse to manipulate and transform the data.
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